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Executive Summary 
 
One of the tasks of WP8 Internationalization of the ADOPT BBMRI-ERIC project is to map countries who 
in principle would benefit from a membership at BBMRI-ERIC and should therefore be contacted for 
admission. This work was done by screening all published National Research Infrastructure roadmaps, 
the ERA roadmaps or other official documents mentioning BBMRI or the field of biobanking. This review 
revealed that the table of National RI roadmaps published on the EC website 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index_en.cfm?pg=esfri-national-roadmaps  is actually 
outdated as many more new roadmaps or updates could be found using simple google approach. All 
“old” EU member states showing biobanking activities in their National RI roadmaps are already 
member of BBMRI-ERIC or in the status of applying soon (Ireland). The “missing” countries Spain, 
Denmark and Portugal do not prioritize Biobanking within their National roadmaps and for Luxembourg 
and Iceland no roadmaps are published. From the “new” EU members, Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovenia, 
Lithuania are not yet member but refer to BBMRI in their roadmaps, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, the Czech 
Republic and Cyprus are already integrated into BBMRI-ERIC. 
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Issue Date (yyyy-mm-dd) Comment Author/partner 

D8.1_Rev1  2017-09-06 

Revised according to reviewer’s 
suggestions: “The deliverable lacs 
sufficient discussion, especially 
around what ADOPT has done to 
accelerate and boost BBMRI-ERIC 
implementation, lessons learned, 
future work, recommendations etc. 
Also countries will be contacted 
through ESFRI contact points – 
schedule and priorities needed. 
 

• Inclusion of copy right 
notice; 

• Renaming heading 
“Description of work and 
efforts” into “Approaches 
(Methods)”; 

• Enlarging section Results 
with details on how to 
accelerate the processes. 

• Changes are marked in 
green colour  Markus Pasterk 
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Approaches (Methods) 
Based on the table from the EC website 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index_en.cfm?pg=esfri-national-roadmaps  a google 
check was done to identify new RI roadmaps or updated ones. In addition for those countries without 
RI roadmaps, ERA roadmaps were identified and assessed. 

Schedule 
This report was delivered in time on Sept 20, 2016 

Results 
See presentation in Appendix I with all results presented during the EBW2016 – BBMRI- LPC Forum in 
Vienna on September 15, 2016. In summary several EU Member States, who are not yet a Member of 
BBMRI-ERIC, quote the importance and/or list BBMRI on their National Roadmaps. These countries 
are: Ireland, Latvia, Hungary, Slovenia and Bulgaria. These will be the priority countries for the near 
future.  

Next Steps 
The countries identified will be contacted through ESFRI contact points and representatives of the 
scientific community to start negotiation processes. It is planned to hold a special Forum workshop 
with representatives of those countries during the Stockholm based “Global Biobanking Week 2017”. 
Indeed, representatives were identified and invited during summer 2017.  

With Ireland, the BBMRI-ERIC HQ is direct contact (Department of Health) and an application is 
foreseen to be submitted towards the end of 2017. Current plans with Slovenia is a joint Interreg 
application during September to identify Structural Funds for the establishment of a biobanking 
network in Slovenia, which will be the basis for the Ministry of Education of Slovenia to negotiate 
admission. During Bulgarian EU Presidency, a special Conference will be held on the Sustainability of 
RIs. Prof. Zatloukal, Austrian National Node Director, is a member of the Scientific Advisory Body. We 
are in contact with the Permanent Representation of Bulgaria in Brussels to organize a joining event. 
Latvian Ministry of Sciences has already requested the details for the joining procedures and we await 
the formal letter in the coming weeks. Hungary has recently stopped its National Roadmap approach 
but first contacts with Ministry of Human Capacities, Department for Higher Education and Research 
Strategy have been made. 
  

http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index_en.cfm?pg=esfri-national-roadmaps
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Appendix I 
 
Include MP presentation from EBW2016 
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National RI roadmaps 
Markus Pasterk 

EBW16-LPC Forum, Vienna, September 15, 2016 



Summary 

• Why a national roadmap? 
• EU and beyond 
• “old” part of the EU 
• “new” member and beyond 
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Why a national roadmap? 

To quote the UK:  
“Unlocking research opportunities requires both 
highly technical and often expensive infrastructure. 
Continued investment is therefore essential to 
enable the UK to maintain its world-leading 
position in research and to continue to make vital 
contributions to economic growth and social 
wellbeing.” 
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Cont´. 
or Estonia: 
“The general goal of research, development and innovation 
activities is to create favourable conditions for improving 
productivity and living standards, for achieving high quality 
education and culture, and the sustainability and development of 
Estonia. In order to reach these goals, researchers need good 
conditions to conduct their work. Without a modern research 
infrastructure we cannot have a globally competitive economic 
environment. Research infrastructure is the means (laboratories, 
equipment, devices, collections, etc.), knowledge, methods, 
material, and the related activities and used for the creation of new 
knowledge and the transfer, mediation and storage of knowledge.” 
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Which countries do have 
published roadmaps? 
 
 
Source: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infrastructures/index
_en.cfm?pg=esfri-national-roadmaps 
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BU
EN

Czech Republic Roadmap published in 2010, updated in 2015 EN | CZ
Croatia Roadmap published in April 2014 EN
Cyprus Roadmap under preparation
Denmark Roadmap published in 2011, updated in 2015 EN | DK
Estonia Roadmap published in 2010, updated in 2014 EE-EN
Finland Roadmap update published in 2014 FI | EN
France Roadmap published in 2008, updated in 2012 and 2016 FR
Germany Roadmap published in 2013 DE | EN
Greece Roadmap updated in 2014 EN

Hungary Unified national report and programme for the development of RI (2012) updated 2014 HU | EN

Iceland No roadmap available
Ireland Roadmap published in 2007 EN
Italy Roadmap published in 2011 (update under preparation) IT
Latvia No roadmap available
Lithuania Roadmap published in 2011, update 2015 EN
Luxembourg No roadmap available
Malta No roadmap available
The Netherlands First Roadmap published in 2008. Updated in 2013 EN

EN
Projects on the Norwegian Roadmap for 
RI 2014 (In Norwegian)

Poland Roadmap published in 2014 PL
Portugal Roadmap published in 2014 EN

Roadmap published in 2008.
Updated version under preparation

Slovak Republic No roadmap available
Slovenia Roadmap published in 2010-2011 EN
Spain Roadmap updated in 2013 EN | ES
Sweden Roadmap published in 2011 (3rd edition) EN
Switzerland Roadmap published in 2015 EN

Roadmap published in 2010 EN

Updated in 2012. See 'Investing for growth: Capital Infrastructure for the 21st Century': Update version

Turkey Roadmap under preparation

- Roadmap 
under 

preparation
- Roadmap available

Romania EN

United Kingdom

Bulgaria Roadmap published in 2010

Norway Roadmap published in 2012. Updated in 2014



European landscape of 
published RI roadmaps 
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BBMRI-ERIC membership 
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Western Europe 

All “old” EU member states showing biobanking 
activities in their National RI roadmaps are already 
member of BBMRI-ERIC or in the status of applying 
soon (Ireland). The “missing” countries Spain, 
Denmark and Portugal do not prioritize Biobanking 
within their National roadmaps and for Luxembourg 
and Iceland no roadmaps are published. 
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Bulgaria 
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Croatia 
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BBMRI is not mentioned; the biggest cohort in the 
country – “10001 Dalmatians – The Croatian 
National Biobank” – is not mentioned! 
but: 
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Hungary 
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Latvia 
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Copied from J. Klovins “the high-level group in RI in Baltic countries” 2014 



Lithuania 
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Romania 
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Slovak Republic 
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Slovenia 
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Other non EU countries 

• Serbia 
• Montenegro 
• Ukraine 
• Moldova 
• Georgia 
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Serbia 
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Montenegro 
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Integration into the European Research Area 
The Roadmap for research infrastructure 
established that the priorities in Montenegrin 
national roadmap should be determined 
annually. Next update of the Roadmap has 
been envisaged after the adoption of the 
Roadmap of the European Strategy Forum on 
Research Infrastructures 2016. 
The Minister of Science established a working 
group to draft the Strategy of Innovation 
2016-2020, to be adopted by the 
Government of Montenegro by the end of 
September 2016. This strategic document will 
establish a new objective of investment into 
research, development and innovation by 
2020. 



Ukraine 
“We would like to inform you that Ukraine expressed interest for 
the Horizon 2020 Policy Support Facility (PSF) Peer Review, a new 
instrument which has been set by DG Research and Innovation to 
support countries in reforming their R&I systems. The PSF Peer 
Review of the Ukrainian R&I system is planning to be conducted in 
the period from April to October/November 2016. The aim of this 
peer review is to provide external advice to the country authorities 
in the process of evaluating the R&I system and develop the 
recommendations in implementing R&I national strategies, in 
particular, towards successful integration to ERA. We are planning 
to use these recommendations to develop our national ERA action 
plan.” 
 
from the Report of National ERA actions plans and strategies, 
Brussels, April 2016 
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Moldova 

Initial interest to join BBMRI-ERIC through the 
Moldovan Academy of Sciences; after change of 
Government no further actions 
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Georgia 

Request for collaboration from Batumi Shota 
Rustaveli State University in setting up a biobank;  
Actions to be planned and funding identified! 
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