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How to join BBMRI-ERIC 
Markus Pasterk, Administrative Director 

Split, October 6-7, 2014 



What is the legal basis for 
BBMRI-ERIC? 
• BBMRI-ERIC´s legal structure is called European 

Research Infrastructure Consortium – or ERIC. 
• Based on the “COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 

723/2009 of 25 June 2009 on the Community 
legal framework for a European Research 
Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) amended 
recently through COUNCIL REGULATION (EU) No 
1261/2013 of 2 December 2013 
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Statutes – the backbone of 
BBMRI-ERIC 
The Statutes of BBMRI-ERIC were decided for 
implementation by the European Commission on 22 
November 2013, published in the Official Journal of 
the EU on the 30 November and came into force on 
December 3, 2013 (2013/701/EU). 
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BBMRI-ERIC Governance 
Structure 
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BBMRI-ERIC Membership 

Founding Members of BBMRI-ERIC 
Austria 
Belgium 
Czech Republic 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Italy 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Sweden 
 

Official Observers of 
BBMRI-ERIC 
Norway 
Poland 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
IARC 



BBMRI-ERIC future development 
Members of BBMRI-ERIC 
Austria 
Belgium 
Czech Republic 
Estonia 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Italy 
Malta 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Sweden 
Poland 
United Kingdom 

Observers of BBMRI-
ERIC 
Luxembourg 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
IARC 



BBMRI-ERIC participation 
process 
• Membership is open for Countries, not Scientists 

nor Academic Institutions; 
• The competent authorities  - mostly the Ministry 

responsible for Science and/or Research – will need 
to apply formally for either Membership or 
Observership 

• Part of the application is an outline of a description 
of the National Biobanking landscape: 

• The Government need to nominate a National 
Coordinator; and 

• Nominate representatives in The Assembly of 
Members and the Finance Committee 
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Who can join? 

Member States, third countries as well as 
intergovernmental organisations may become 
members of BBMRI-ERIC at any time, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of Members according to 
the principles laid down in Article 11(8)(b).  
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Responsibilities of Members 
(a) provide access, within the applicable legal and ethical 
framework, to BBMRI-ERIC Partner Biobanks, biological and 
biomolecular resources and/or associated data under a 
common set of standards and conditions as further 
specified in the BBMRI-ERIC Partner Charter and approved 
by the Assembly of Members; 
(b) establish a National/Organisational Node and appoint a 
National/Organisational Coordinator; [Member countries 
establish a National Node and appoint a National 
Coordinator; in case an intergovernmental organisation 
becomes a Member, it will establish an Organisational Node 
and appoint an Organisational Coordinator]; 
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Responsibilities of Members 

(c) ensure coordination of Partner Biobanks via 
National/Organisational Nodes that will facilitate access 
to biological and biomolecular resources and 
associated data; 
(d) where appropriate, make investments in 
infrastructure in support of BBMRI-ERIC; 
(e) contribute to capacity development in the field of 
biobanking; 
(f) support the primary purpose of BBMRI-ERIC and the 
implementation of the BBMRI-ERIC Work Programme. 
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Observer 

(1) Observers of BBMRI-ERIC are Member States of the 
EU, associated countries and third countries as defined 
in Article 9 (1) ERIC Regulation and intergovernmental 
organisations that have applied to become Observers. 
(2) Observer status is granted for a maximum period of 
three years subject to an approval of the Assembly of 
Members as laid down in Article 10.5. After the three 
year period, Observers shall either apply for 
membership or withdraw from the BBMRI-ERIC, unless 
the Assembly of Members decides otherwise. 
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Finance and Funding 

The BBMRI-ERIC budget shall consist of: 
(a) financial contributions of Members and 
Observers; 
(b) contributions by the Host Member State and the 
hosting countries of Common Services; 
(c) other income. 
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How much does it cost? 
The mandatory contributions by the Members and 
Observers and the contributions by the hosting 
countries for the Central Executive Management Office 
as well as for Common Services which are laid down 
within the budget section of the BBMRI-ERIC annual 
Work Programme.  
As detailed in Annex 2, these contributions depend on 
the population size of the country and on its economic 
status. The actual size of the joint BBMRI-ERIC budget 
will be determined annually by the Assembly of 
Members and thereafter divided between Members 
and Observers as outlined in Annex 2 
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National Nodes 

The National Nodes are funded by the respective 
Member Countries. The BBMRI-ERIC Business Plan lists 
the minimal requirements for the set-up of the 
National Nodes. Each National Node has to have a 
Director (National Coordinator), appointed by an 
appropriate authority of the Member State.  
The National Node Director coordinates the 
participation of national biobanks in BBMRI-ERIC 
(through signing of a Partner Charter, annex 1) and 
serves as a member of the BBMRI-ERIC Management 
Committee chaired by the Director General.  
 
09/10/2014 14 

©
BB

M
RI

-E
RI

C 



Partner Charter 
• The BBMRI-ERIC Partner Charter defines the most 

important cornerstones for the participation of 
biobanks or biological resource centres (Partner) 
that are associated with BBMRI-ERIC to foster 
scientific excellence, guarantee interoperability, and 
compliance with ethical and legal requirements.  

• The Partner Charter is binding for any Partner of the 
BBMRI-ERIC and shall be agreed between national 
BBMRI-ERIC nodes and the Partners.  

• Participation of a Partner in BBMRI-ERIC is non-
exclusive and has no effect on any activity of a 
Partner outside of BBMRI-ERIC.  
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Partner Charter Principles 

Primacy 
Access policy 
Data protection and management policy 
Informed Consent 
Infrastructure and Management 
Quality Management 
Reporting 
Charges 
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Budget 2014 
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Budget 2014 
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Documents 

You can find all public documents on our website: 
http://www.bbmri-eric.eu  

• Report of BBMRI preparatory phase 
• Business Plan 
• Guidance document 
• Work Programme and Budget 
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http://www.bbmri-eric.eu/


Thank you!  
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